AG Candidates Race Tightens

Candidates Strive to Differentiate Selves
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squeezed.

Schoee, a Democrat munning for
aroorney general, sas che man 1o the middle
during a candidates’ debate hesced Bv
Wilmington Councilman Morman M. Cliver
on Sunday evening, Juoe 18, on Comcast's
leased-access channel 28,

Schnee had the cencer chaiz, wich M. Jane
Brady, che Republican incumbeoc, on his
reghe, and Wivian A Houghroo, the Green
Parry candidace, on his lefr. EF ever a seating
armangement feflected policical reality, chis
was Ll

Brady eoused her background as a prose-
cutor. Houghton came on as the anti-estab-
lishmenr candidage. Tt meant Schnee was
crowded policically to his dghe and his [eft,
leaving bim littte room to make bis own
seand,

CMliver, the moderarar, said as muoch i an
interview afterwards, “Carl Schnee’s gor w
separate himself," he said. :

The debace on “Community Crossfire:
Ancaher Poior of View,” a Sunday evening
staple in Delawase polieics, was che firse joine
appearance of che three candidaces in whac is
shaping up as che Liveliese sratewide tace for
002,

Brady, Girst elecoed in 1994, is secking her
third eerm. Schoee, a Wilmington partoer
with Duane Moreis, speor moast of his career
at Prickert Jones Elliote Kristol & Schoee and
also served tw years as the ULE atromey for
Delavrare, Hougheon praceices in Wilming-
oo ac Houghvon Holly & Gray.

Ir seemed odd che debare weor the way
chat it did, The formae appeared to be a seap
fer ganging up on Brady, who seemed Likely
o be rargeted because she is the incumbent
in a seate chat rarely turns ot its officebold-
ers. The political balance also was againse her,
ot only is Schoee a Democrat, so is Olever,
although he says be is neurral in chis race,
and Houghron is 20 ex-Democrzt oow in a
party even more ta the Feft.

Instead, Brady sae calmly for mosc of che

Cadﬁchnaeimkedﬁkchrwasbeing

Heughoon wrangle ower the Democratic
base,

Houghron in her appropriacely-colored
green jacket made herself a presence,
almese always feing the first o answer

belief or skepricism when the other candi-
dzres were ralking. Schoee looked wp ar che
ceiling and dewn ar his shoes, as if search-
ing for political air wherever he could Gnd
it

Cliver fired in licmos-rese questions,
starcing off with che death penalry.

Brady was oot chere ac the time, but she
said in a0 incerview afterward char she sup-
potred it — as any
viewes likely would
have known because
of the high-profile
cases her office has
haodled. Mot only
did presecutors seck
che death pepaley for
Thomas ]J. Capenoa,
the disbarred lawver
convicted of murder-
g Anoe  Marie
Fahey, buc chey considered ir for Amy 5.
Grossberg and Brian C. Pererson Jr., resn
sweetheares in a babo-kitling case.

Houghron called for a moracerium on
the deach penalty. Schnee wiggled berween
the others’ views, saying, “The deach penai-
ty, when administered properly - and I
think chac’s op to the atcoroey general to
adminiseer it propetly — can be 20 appro-
priate part of the law.”

Cliver asked abour abortion rights.

Houghron responded firse. "I believe in
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Oliver’s questions and aften displaying dis- * SCHNEE

Schuee wwas crowvded
politically to his right and
bis left, leaving him little
voome to make bis own stand,

a woman's reproduccive rights. A woman
has a right o choose,” she said.

Schoes echced her. "Ic's a woman's
choice. Period,” he said.

Brady tacked toward che righe. 1 den't
believe aborcion should be used as a means
of sex selection or birch coocrol. I do think
in the first theee months a woman should
hawe the right to exercise thar oprion, but [
think afrer chac there
should be rescriccions
placed on access to
abortion, and I
believe parents should
be involved in the
decision when chil-
dren are youog juse-

niles,” she said.
in what was pes-
haps  the  most

provocarive exchange
of the debare, Houghton challenged her
opponents’ independence,

“You have banks and you have chemical
companies and pou bave H3Os concribar-
ing to your campaigns. How can we
Delawarezns expect you to go and prose-
cute?” she said.

When Oliver asked Hougheon if she
was implying that che others could be
swayed by  political concributions,
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smart, talented lawyer with entrepreneurial spirit for very short
partnership track in busy, profitable, growing chapter 11 practice.
Any tevel of experience; [itigation experience preferred. Portable

business not required.

EQUITY PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY — Christopher
D. Loizides, P.C., a two-lawver bankruptcy litigation firm, seeks

Compensation negetiable.
negotiable, No dress code. Call {302} 654-0248 or fax resume to

Hours

program — she was 15 minutes Jace because of || (302} 654-0728.
apother evene — and ler Schoee and — — — —
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Hougheon shor back, “I'm oot ooly imply-
ing it, I'm sayeng ir.”

Schnee called che accusation 100 percenc
ridicubous.™ Brady labeled ix * grossly mistak-
B0

The candidates concluded with their rea-
sons for why each deserved the wocers' sup-

part. :
Houghroo was first again. “If you waor

someone thae's noc afraid to scighten out the
systemn, if pou want somebody chat's gotog to

put peeple first and pot large corperations )

and mopeyed interests before the needs of the
people, then T would like very muoch foe you
o wote for Wivian Hougheon,” she said.
Schoee arswered in the middle. *I think [
would bring marure judgmenc and experi-
ence to che office and be open and accoune-

| abde. We will put juscice firse and politics fase,

and there’s a concemn that hasn't been dope,”
Tz said.
Brady had the lasc sord, “T'm the only

person 1o chis race who's ever walked che walk
— walked wich a victim into cowrr, convicesd
an offender,” she said.

With che debare, the campaign for actor-
ney general appeared 1o e up to ics billing
as the most spitited ace oo the starewide bal-
lot.

"I thought we were going to be a ke
civil here and really oice, buc I think we're
moving ineo seme cooversatsoa thar’s good,”
Oliver said. "I doa's have a problem with tak-
ing the glowes off and letring vow guys wing
it a litdle bit." »



